
North Adams City Council – Public Safety Committee
Meeting Minutes – March 16, 2022

Members Present: Councilor Harpin
Councilor Obasohan
Councilor Sapienza, Chair

Others Present: Councilor Barbeau
Councilor Shade
Tammy Daniels - iBerkshires
Members of the Public

Meeting called to order at 6:30PM

Motion to approve minutes of the 2/2/22 Public Safety Meeting, motion by Councilor Harpin, second 
by Councilor Obasohan.  Minutes approved 3/0.

Discussion of the Proposal to Repeal ordinance Chapter 14, Section 14.2 entitled “Curfew”
     Councilor Shade was asked to discuss her communication at the January 25, 2022 City Council 
Meeting, Paper #12,051 – Repeal of the Curfew Ordinance.
Councilor Shade stated that the ordinance was old and outdated, targeted minorities, ordinance 
serves no purpose – doesn't make cities safer, no longer carries criminal penalties, and is not 
enforceable.  Removing the ordinance would make city more inclusive.
     Councilor Harpin felt that the ordinance should remain in place, with revised wording, used as a 
tool to identify at risk youth.  Also felt that the current ordinance was dated
     Councilor Obasohan felt that the ordinance hinders an inclusive community, create insecurity of the 
public being questioned by the police.  Feels that there are already tools in place to identify at-risk 
youth.  Also asked if the Police Department officers are trained to deal with such situations.  Also 
concerns for the safety of individuals late at night.
     Councilor Sapienza felt that the ordinance should remain in place, with a change to be more of a 
pro-active ordinance.  Sapienza also provided a communication from Chief Wood that the current 
ordinance is not enforceable and feels that tools are already in place to identify at-risk youth.
     Public comment included keeping the ordinance with different wording to make the ordinance 
more proactive and not use it to prosecute or punish.  Also is was felt that the ordinance should be 
kept in place, possibly in a different form, to allow intervention by Department of Social Services, 
should a situation warrant such action.  Chicopee, Lynn, and North Adams are the only communities 
that still have a curfew ordinance.

A motion was made by Councilor Harpin to delay further action on this ordinance until a review by the 
Solicitor has been received, seconded by Councilor Obasohan.  Approved 3/0.

Review and Discussion of fine increases proposed by NAPD
     Continued from the meeting of 2/2/22.  The primary topic was parking fines issued by the City for 
various parking offenses, especially the parking of vehicles on the sidewalks.
     Councilor Harpin felt that parking on the sidewalk was the most objectionable offense, along with 



parking in a crosswalk.  Councilor Harpin later felt that fines for parking offenses should be consistent 
hoping to get the message out to chronic offenders, that a $30 fine should be set for all parking 
offenses.
     Councilor Obasohan felt that the current suggested fines were reasonable, but also felt that the 
fines at their current level would not get the attention of offenders as a higher fine would.  He also 
asked that if a scaled system was used, if there would be a cap.
     Councilor Sapienza favored a higher fine for parking on the sidewalk and in crosswalks was 
appropriate.  Sapienza also communicated a message from Chief Wood, that the current suggested 
fines be used.  Councilor Sapienza also noted that enforcement was more complaint driven than pro-
active.
     Councilor Shade asked if repeat violators would eventually be towed, referred the matter to consult 
Chief Wood on repeat offenders.  She also felt that the fines should be sufficient to cover the cost of 
the officer's time to issue the citation.  Councilor Shade also asked if ticketing violators was a warning 
or enforcement.
     Councilor Barbeau felt that the current fine of $20 for parking violations was zero deterrent.
     Members of the public were concerned that parking on the sidewalk is a big hazard for the elderly, 
handicapped, or children.  Also it was noted that other sidewalk obstructions, such as brush or 
shrubbery can also be a impedance to sidewalks.

Motion was made by Councilor Harpin to raise all parking fines less than $30 to $30, and any parking 
fines higher than $30 would be left at the higher fine amount.  Councilor Obasohan seconded the 
motion.  Motion approved 3/0.

Other Police Department Fees
     Councilor Obasohan had a concern about animal waste found on City sidewalks.  It was pointed out 
by Councilor Sapienza that there were ordinances in place that fined owners for not cleaning up 
animal waste.  Councilor Barbeau noted that Animal Control enforces the ordinance.  Members of the 
public noted that Animal Control has enforced animal waste ordinances.  Councilors Harpin and 
Obasohan both endorsed the installation of waste bag dispensers in public locations.  Other members 
of the public suggested that citizens should confront violators in their neighborhoods and that such 
confrontations could lead to objectionable outcomes.  Councilor Sapienza suggested that residents 
should foster goodwill when encountering those whose violate the ordinance.  A measure of goodwill 
would be to offer the potential offender a bag to pick up the mess.  All committee members see no 
other concerns with the existing fines an fees.

The Mayor was not present to update the committee on traffic concerns.  Councilor Harpin offered 
that the caution light at the Union St./Beaver St. intersection has been repaired.  Also Councilor 
Harpin mentioned that the Mayor has submitted all paperwork to the State, regarding the traffic 
concerns on Curran Highway.

There was no action on the fine/fee adjustments from the Board of Health, Department of 
Inspections, and Animal Control.  Those departments have not responded to the Chair's request for 
review of their fees.

There were no committee member concerns or comments.



There was one concern from the public regarding the no-parking signs on the streets around the City 
and they are largely ignored by drivers. 

A motion to adjourn was made by Councilor Obasohan, seconded by Councilor Harpin, voted to 
approve 3/0.

Meeting Adjourned 7:49PM

Respectfully Submitted,

Bryan Sapienza

Chair, Public Safety Committee


